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Observation and Exploration of an Elementary School
Bilingual Visual Arts Teacher’s Work: A Case Study in Taipei

Min Feng *

Abstract

This qualitative study explores the current state of bilingual visual arts education inTaipei’s elementary
schools. Through field research and semi-structured interviews with bilingual visual arts teachers at a
public elementary school in Taipei, the study presents the following assertions: 1.The bilingual visual arts
curriculum is highly flexible, with visual arts as its core and language serving as an added value. However,
developing teaching materials and preparing lessons are time-consuming, requiring teachers to possess
diverse skills and engage in continuous professional development. 2.Foreign teachers provide authentic
English contexts and serve as cultural bridges in the classroom. In co-teaching scenarios, they play a
supportive role; however, when collaborative synergy is lacking or the foreign teacher’s professional
competency is insufficient, the lead teacher bears a heavier workload. 3.Curriculum design and materials
incorporate a diverse range of media and techniques, with teachers adjusting the curriculum based on
students’ progress to create a bilingual learning environment that integrates cultural elements. This
study recommends that bilingual visual arts educators and programs commit to long-term professional
development, as competency takes time to cultivate. From a policy perspective, establishing a robust
support system for bilingual teachers and integrating teaching resources are essential. Additionally, clear
guidelines and collaborative models. for working with foreign teachers should be implemented to support
the sustainable growth of bilingual visual arts educators.

Keywords: CLIL Model, Field Research, Elementary School Bilingual Visual Arts Teacher, Bilingual
Visual Arts Education
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