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Applying Lee Shulman’s Model of Pedagogical Reasoning
and Action to Analyze the Transformation of Elementary
School Teachers Teaching of Chinese Language Arts

Jung Tso *  Yih-Sheue Lin

Abstract

Chinese language arts build the foundation where students consolidate their learning, but, due to the
complex contents of its teaching and the yet-to-be-discovered structure of subject knowledge, it is not easy
to understand the complex and ever-changing nature of such teaching as well as to solve related teaching
problems. In light of that, this qualitative research took an interactive approach to identify and understand
four elementary school teachers’ teaching transformation and their construction of pedagogical content
knowledge (PCK) by using Lee Shulman’s Model of Pedagogical Reasoning and Action as the theoretical
structure. The researcher also provided assistance to the teachers with personal practice knowledge,
coming up with twelve cases of their teaching to further facilitate the understanding of “pedagogical
reasoning and action model for Chinese language arts teaching” and to evaluate the teaching of this
subject. The research findings are as follows. 1. The teaching of Chinese language arts is recursive among
three stages - the pre-teaching transformation of teaching materials, the during-teaching transformation of
teaching methods, and the post-teaching reflection-among which the first one is the core of pedagogical
reasoning and action. All four teachers have properly implemented their knowledge about the learners and
were able to reflect and change their strategies at any time in terms of teaching. A “pedagogical reasoning
and action model for Chinese language arts teaching” was established in accordance with these teaching
cases. 2. The content knowledge, pedagogical knowledge, and knowledge of students’ characteristics
possessed by a teacher are extremely crucial in regards to the establishment of their PCK. Practice
knowledge did help with teaching transformation whereas the teaching transformation must be based
upon the teacher’s basic knowledge. 3. Factors, such as prior knowledge of teachers, the intervention of
expert teachers, teaching materials, and school culture, did influence the pedagogical reasoning and action
of teachers. 4. The transformation of Chinese language arts teaching must be textbook-based. It isherefor
suggested that teachers should enhance subject content knowledge, check their teaching through the
“pedagogical reasoning and action model for Chinese language arts teaching” to improve their teaching
transformation ability, and construct pedagogical content knowledge.
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Pedagogical Content Knowledge, Transformation
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