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An Analysis of the Current Situation of the
“Chinese Phonology and Speech” Course in Elementary
School Teacher Training

Ching-Lan Chang

Abstract

For teachers, oral language is an important medium for conveying teaching content. In Taiwan’s
elementary school teacher training courses, the compulsory course closely related to teachers’ oral
expression is “Chinese Phonology and Speech”. This study aimed to understand the content and
implementation of the “Chinese Phonology and Speech” course in such training and took. The curriculum
syllabus and teachers as the research objects to discusses the curriculum objectives, content, teaching
methods and evaluation methods. First, the Ministry of Education’s “University and College Course
Information website” investigated the “Chinese Phonology and Speech” courses for five academic
years from 2017 to 2021. In total, forty-four courses, with repeated teachers and incomplete syllabus,
were deleted. This research adopted the content analysis method to analyze the syllabus. Based on the
literature discussion and syllabus analysis results for setting up the interview questions, it then conducted
interviews with eight teachers. There were four research results. First, the curriculum objectives took into
account both the theory of the national accent and the practice of speaking. Second, the course content
emphasizes the theory of the national accent and neglects the practice of speaking. Third, students practice
speaking in a practical way, but because the number of students in a class i too large and the number of
teaching hours was insufficient, they still feel that the practical practice i insufficient. Fourth, in terms of
assessment methods, paper and pencil tests were often used to evaluate teachers and students’ national
pronunciation theoretical knowledge, while the speaking abilities of teachers and students were assessed
by oral practice or tests. There were no relevant standards and methods for the oral tests. This study puts
forward relevant suggestions based on the results herein so as to provide a reference for the “Chinese
Phonology and Speech” courses offered by elementary school teacher training universities.
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