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The Study of Elementary School Mathematics Teaching
Mentoring Contents

* Jing Chung ** Hsiao-Mei Chao

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to review the contents of the mathematics teaching mentor-
ing and hence to develop a checklist can be used by mentors and student teachers. Men-
tors could use this checklist to provide appropriate guidance and direction. Student
teachers could use it to understand what they should focus on during mathematics teach-
ing. Two elementary schools develop a preliminary school-based checklist of the mentor-
ing contents through their internal focus group discussions and cross-school seminars.
This two-year exploratory research has gone through five stages: firstly, incubation stage
where no specific mentoring plan was in place; secondly, formation stage while develop-
ing an initial version of the mathematical teaching contents’ checklist; also, implementa-
tion stage by making trial uses of the checklist and refining it; then, elaboration stage
while refining and finalizing the individual school-based checklist; lastly, integration stage
by consolidating the individual school-based checklists into the mathematics teaching
checklist and incorporating the balance in professional knowledge and competence, pro-
fessional practice, and professional attributes. Among the twenty-five items in the inte-
grated checklist, four are for professional knowledge and competence, seventeen are for
professional practice, and four are for professional attributes. This integrated checklist not
only can be used for elementary mathematics mentoring but also can be used as a pro-
fessional growth reference for elementary school mathematics teachers.
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